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The Hub Dispatch

The Youth Consultation on the Lab 3.0 
and the High-level event organised in the 
framework of the Africa-Europe Week were a 
great success! 

The Youth Consultation began with words 
by Ambassador Birgitte Markussen, EU 
Delegation to the AU followed by Prudence 
Ngwenya, Acting Director Women, Gender 
and Youth Directorate. 

Current Hub members Benjamin Mwape and 
Annette Sagri described their experience and 
shared some lessons learned from the past 
few years. 

Mwape emphasized the uniqueness of the 
Hub’s approach, « that embodies the essence 
of meaningful youth participation » : youth 
innovated and conceived the ideas that were 
implemented, « and the Hub took a step 
further, active in the implementation, and 
monitoring of projects ». 

« Youth should not just be consulted but 
given an opportunity to lead, thinking and 
acting together ».

Annette Sagri was a champion of celebrating 
the Youth Hub’s success.  
“I want us to take a moment to celebrate 
what we did. We made it happen, we worked 
with CSOs, we brought innovative solutions 
to both continents.”

Attendees then joined break-out discussion 
groups and participated in an online Google 
Jamboard to gather the views of youth, the 
most common of which were then reported 
back to the AU and EU Delegations.

This concluded the first event. 

Africa - Europe 
Youth Consultation
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Africa - Europe  
High-level event on the future AU-EU Youth Lab Highlights 
The High-Level event was moderated by the Head of the EU Delegation to the African Union, 

Birgitte Markussen. Young experts, international leaders and Hub members took part in 
discussing the lessons of the Hub and the future of the AU EU Youth Lab 3.0.

This second session was kicked off with welcoming remarks by Jutta 
Urpilainen, EU Commissioner for International Partnerships , who had 

kind words to say about the Hub. 

❝ Particularly inspiring is the work of these 50 
young people in several projects. The Hub’s results 
speak for themselves,” said the Commissioner, 
“Today we continue to put youth in driving seat 
with this event celebrating the end of the youth hub 

and start of the lab”

Prudence Ngwenya, Head of the Youth Program at the African Union 
and Professor Raissa Malu, Member of the Presidential Panel of H.E 
President Felix Tshisekedi, President of DRC, echoed those words, 
encouraging youth to continue to be engaged.

The Youth Special Advisor to EU Commissioner Urpilainen, Bitania 
Lulu spoke on her desire to see research within the Lab, and to assist 
with evidence-based policy, advocacy and project improvement. She 
emphasized the need to engage youth meaningfully and not passively, 
seeing them be active in decision-making, helping to monitor, modify and 

improve projects.

Chido Mpemba, the AU Youth Envoy, spoke of the importance of inclu-
sion, so that no youth is left behind. She emphasized the need to link 
with youth networks and movements. 

Inge Meesak of the Hub’s Governance cluster spoke on the impor-
tance of including youth in decision making – both within the Lab 
3.0 and in all initiatives.

Oyewole Ogini of the Hub’s Peace & Security cluster pointed out the 
critical need to “harness youth, power, ability, prowess, technicalities 

and potential to scale innovative ideas.” 

Jutta Urpilainen

Bitania Lulu

Inge Meesak
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Catherine Russel, UNICEF Executive Director, applauded youth who are exercising their right to 
be heard, influencing matters that are important to them.  “To UNICEF you are our most trusted 

partners,” said Russel, “UNICEF and our partners the EU and AU recognize your 
right to be heard and our responsibility to listen, take action based on what 

you say and to make you equal partners.”

We had the privilege of having Youssou N’Dour, minister and presidential 
counsellor of Senegal, musician, businessman and politician, and Hub 
ambassador attend and speak virtually. He pushed everyone to do more 
and empower youth. 

“The voices and prospects of young people should 
be at the heart of the Africa-Europe partnership 

and everything we do,” said Tijmen Rooseboom, 
Dutch Ambassador for Youth. 

Chris Dixon Senior Manager - Public Benefit of Vodaphone 
Foundation said “ the value of youth participation is clear, there is no 
debate ”, emphasizing the need for digital technology equity, enabling 
young people to be «co-creators».

The event left us feeling empowered and optimistic for the future 
of the Youth Lab 3.0. We can’t wait to see how the Consultation 
impacts youth involvement in decision making on all levels and the future Youth  
Track Programme of the EU and AU for 2022-2025. 

You can watch the playback here.

Youssou N’Dour

Tijmen Rooseboom

https://app.swapcard.com/event/africa-eu-week-of-partnerships/planning/UGxhbm5pbmdfODA4NzYx


NEWSLETTER VOL.3

Cluster updates
Our clusters worked hard last year, and now we have the numbers to show it. Check out each 
of the cluster’s Road Maps and Project Presentations for 2021.

PEACE AND SECURITY CLUSTER

The project « Youth leading stabilization efforts in the Lake Chad Basin » is working to stabilize 
youth communities in the region by using a real-time mapping tool that collected data of exercises 
throughout 2021. 

→  Roadmap           →  Project presentation

GOVERNANCE CLUSTER

The SAUTI Youth project bridges together & supports 1000+ youth in Ireland and Tanzania to engage 
in governance accountability towards climate action. 

→  Roadmap           →  Project presentation

ENVIRONMENT CLUSTER

JESAC has strengthened efforts towards a better climate governance and land degradation neutra-
lity in Burkina Faso and Niger in the context of the Great Green Wall initiative in Africa. 

→  Roadmap           →  Project presentation

EDUCATION CLUSTER

The Innovative Education and Skills Development Project for high school youth (PROEDIC) is  
designed to improve secondary education in Segou, Mali and Gran Canaria, Spain.

→  Roadmap           →  Project presentation

CULTURE, ARTS AND SPORTS CLUSTER

The ArtXchange project is the 1st Euro-African culture, arts, and sports initiative dedicated to buil-
ding skills, cultural entrepreneurship, and co-creation of emerging young creatives in EU and AU. 

→  Roadmap           →  Project presentation

BUSINESS CLUSTER

A-GREEN LAB has accelerated start-ups in the renewable energies and agribusiness sectors 
through 8 accelerators across 5 African countries.

→  Roadmap           →  Project Presentation

https://aueuyouthhub.org/peace-security-cluster/
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/HUB-PS-cluster-Project-Presentation.pdf
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/AUEU-Hub-Roadmap-Governance_2021.pdf
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/HUB-Governance-cluster-Project-Presentation.pdf
https://aueuyouthhub.org/environmental-cluster/
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/HUB-Environmental-cluster-Project-Presentation.pdf
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/AUEU-Hub-Roadmap-Education-2.pdf
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/EDUCATION-Presentation_-ProEDIC_AEUEU_reunion_4_Juin_2021.pdf
https://aueuyouthhub.org/culture-arts-sports-cluster/
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/HUB-CAS-cluster-Project-Presentation.pdf
https://aueuyouthhub.org/business-cluster/
https://aueuyouthhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/HUB-Business-cluster-Project-Presentation.pdf
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In the past few months, the HUB designed ways to give further visibility to 
the work of the clusters and especially to the work of our partner CSOs in 
the pilot projects.

Here’s the Dynamic Reporting!... an interactive project monitoring tool on 
our website that is updated every quarter with the latest data. The tool 
highlights and emphasises the successes and impact of projects across 
Africa and Europe, enhancing project transparency and showcasing a 

youth-friendly, innovative monitoring and information sharing tool. The indicators focus on the 
participation of youth, as main targets of the projects, but also as active agents in the imple-
mentation!

You can see the latest here. 

DYNAMIC REPORTING

@AUEUYOUTHHUB www.aueuyouthhub.org info@aueuyouthhub.org

Follow us online and on social media!

https://aueuyouthhub.org/map/

