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The voice and contributions of youth
are key now more than ever!
The leadership of Europe and Africa have
committed to advance the status of youth
and engage them in exploring innovative
approaches to common difficult challenges.
Thus, the AU-EU Youth Cooperation Hub was
created, and the European Union invested in 7
pilot projects. The Hub is a great experiment
of how to put youth at the core, not only of
consultations for policy, but also working to
ensure that projects make a difference for
their future!
This past year, the world has been turned
upside down with the COVID pandemic, which
has affected youth and development more
than anyone could imagine. But the Hub has
moved forward!
The 7 pilot projects (see www.aueuyouthhub.org) started bold implementation steps
and are showing results and the Hub’s Young
Experts are actively giving input and monitoring advances.
The 7 clusters (Business, Culture/Arts/
Sports, Education, Environment, Governance,
Peace, and Digital) take turns with “social
media take-overs”, promoting the pilot
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projects, and sharing information about the
Hub and the importance of youth, gathering
more and more followers.
The Hub had a great virtual get-together
with representatives of AU Commission
Women Gender and Youth Division, the EU
Delegation to the AU, the CSO pilot projects,
and youth active in the projects on June 4th.
Rewatch the event here
The Hub Young Experts have participated in
external events and panels, to bring forward
ideas of youth. The Young Experts are collaborating in identifying and engaging potential
partners of a future multi-stakeholder initiative to advance this experience further.
The Hub Young Experts have provided
detailed recommendations for the future.
With this newsletter, we share a few of the
Hub’s highlights, and strongly invite all of you
to also share your views on how to continue
the Hub in the future!

Happy Reading!
Michelle Makaroff & Caroline Kroeker-Falconi,
Hub Technical Assistance Lead Team.
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Meeting the EU’s new voice of youth!
BITANIA LULU BERHANU Global Young Leader
On 29 May 2021, an Internal workshop was organised to focus on learning from best practices, laying foundations
for the next steps, and putting Youth at the core. On 4 June the Bi-Annual AU-EU Youth Cooperation Hub
Workshop was organised to take stock of the projects’ implementation, discuss and exchange views on best
practises in our cooperation, while outlining perspectives for the future, notably on the dynamic reporting
system designed by Young Experts.
Bitania Lulu Berhanu, the Special Advisor on Youth to EU Commissioner Urpilainen who participated in the
internal workshop on 29 May, was recently interviewed by the young experts and presented her priorities for
the role. We are glad to share her interview in this newsletter her remarks along with some quotes of each
cluster’s interventions

❝

My appointment as the first ever Special Adviser on Youth to EU Commissioner for INTPA was officially announced in the beginning of June and I had my first
virtual mission in July with the Commissioner, where I was introduced to and had
working sessions with the Director General of INTPA, Members of cabinet and different focal persons from relevant geographic and thematic units within the structure
of Directorate-General for International Partnerships. The mission was physically
facilitated by the EU delegation to the AU in Addis Ababa where I am based, and it
included a live-chat session with the Commissioner and myself titled “The Future is
Youth: Making #YouthVoices Heard in International Partnerships” live-streamed on social
media platforms to directly engage with youth. During the mission, I was updated on the focus areas
I will be contributing to and the exciting programs in the pipeline. These are:
- The “Youth Action Plan” policy paper to be developed over the course of a year which will be a
comprehensive document guiding future EU youth engagement initiatives;
- The AU-EU youth summit to be held in the sidelines of the AU-EU [Heads of State] Summit to happen next year;
- The Youth Sounding Board recently launched with 25 young leaders selected from all over the
world to support DG INPA.
For the upcoming months, my priorities are:
- Engage with the Youth Sounding Board to explore the various priority areas of youth;
- Contribute to ensure the upcoming the AU-EU Youth Summit and the Youth Action Plan will be
inclusive of diverse voices of young people, youth-led and youth-serving organizations and representatives of different communities;
- Support the EU delegation to the AU on the transition of the AU-EU Youth Cooperation Hub into the
think-do Lab to be significantly meaningful to grassroots level engagements, all the way to high level
policy frameworks”.

VIEWS OF YOUTH ACTIVE IN THE HUB’S PILOT PROJECTS:
The seven pilot projects implemented on the ground produce results. Here are
some quotes from youth provided in June 2021, describing their experiences in
the projects, how the project is impacting them on the ground and some of the
challenges the Hub is addressing.
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BUSINESS CLUSTER

❝

Thanks to AgreenLab, I benefited from the help of coaches and experts in modelling my project.
Radiyatou Ngom, Entrepreneur (Senegal)
Thanks to this project, we were able to give new orientation to our project’s vision.
Josias Kere, Financial Engineer (Burkina Faso)
With AgreenLab, I took my project from idea to its realization. I benefit from experts’ guidance and
mentorship. This helps me find quick and concrete solutions to problems that I encountered as a
beginner in the entrepreneurship sector.
Radi, Entrepreneur (Senegal)

EDUCATION CLUSTER
The COVID 19 pandemic and instability in Mali are having a negative impact on education in the
country but the innovation [project] will allow progress in this context.
Souleymane Satigi Sidibe, young leader (Mali)

❝

The digital platform that will be set up in our school is a very good initiative. Digitalization is an
opportunity in crisis contexts. The major challenge for me is to bridge connectivity gap.
Karamoko GuidjiLaye, Teacher (Mali)
The Proedic is a great opportunity for us Malian students. Beyond the virtual activities I would like
to meet our comrades in Spain physically.
Fatoumata traoré, Student (Mali)

ENVIRONMENT CLUSTER
Grâce à ma formation en agro foresterie, j’ai compris que le bois fertilise nos champs et améliore
nos productions alimentaires. La pluie est liée à la densité de la végétation. Nous avons intérêt a
entretenir les arbre»
Halima (Niger)

❝

Depuis longtemps notre village est désert, nous parcourons plusieurs km pour avoir du bois de
chauffe, notre espoir. Grâce à l’intervention du JESAC, nos souffrances vont diminuer.
Hadiza (Mali)
Je suis agriculteur tout comme mon père. Je n’ai jamais pensé à aller à l’aventure. Grâce au projet
JESAC nous avons expérimenté des techniques comme les demi-lunes. Je préfère rester au pays
pour m’occuper de mes parents et travailler à ce que la future génération ait une vie meilleure.
Kindo Hamidou (Burkina Faso)

GOVERNANCE CLUSTER
We are all getting very excited about putting our learnings into practice, and to also give other
young people the peer-to-peer training to get more engagement.
Caoilfhinn (Ireland)

❝

The more work we start doing in person, the more we will get the conversation going and we might
be able to get more people joining us.
Jakub (Ireland)
We have created special groups which will help spread the education (on climate change) to the
larger communities. We have already conducted different meetings, but have also started engaging
with other activities such as planting trees in our local areas.
Jabiri (Tanzania)
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PEACE AND SECURITY CLUSTER
Usually, actors come with pre-designed ideas. But in this case, young people participate in identifying the problems and in solving the challenges they face.
Youth leader speak about the project in Diffa (Niger)

❝

Thanks to the project we received a lot in terms of training and were engaged in intergenerational
dialogue with the authorities.
Laurenne, Youth Leader, (Cameroon)
Data collection exercises gave us the opportunity to identify the problems in our community and
what is needed to tackle them. We are now investing in engaging more young people for peace in
our community.
Aboubakar, Youth Leader (Nigeria)

CULTURE, ARTS AND SPORTS CLUSTER

❝

One of the benefits of this platform is the networking that is happening.
Carots (artist)
The benefit of the project was that I got a sense of where I am and how to move forward. We were
introduced to many networks and connexions.
Ricky (artist)
I enjoyed the session with Swedish artists. Peer to peer conversations were very useful.
Olivia, (Song writer)

What’s coming next
DYNAMIC REPORTING
The Hub has been working hard in the past few months to design ways
to give further visibility to the work of the clusters and especially to the
work of our partner CSOs in the pilot projects. Our answer to that is “Dynamic Reporting” – a real-time interactive project monitoring tool on our
website. The tool will highlight and emphasise the successes and impact of
the 7 projects across Africa and Europe, enhance project transparency, and
showcase a youth-friendly, innovative monitoring and information sharing
tool.

How did we get here? Our work on Dynamic Reporting started by collaborating closely
with our implementing partners to come up with a list of common and project-specific indicators to track and reach agreements to collect and report data on a quarterly basis. At the same
time, the Young Experts, with the help of the Hub team, designed an interactive, dynamic and
accessible visualisation prototype. They are now designing the website map and detailed pages
for each project.
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The tool itself will capture data from across the seven projects, including on some common indicators, for instance, the number of youth proactively engaged in the projects, and the
number of youth and broader community members benefitting from capacity building- activities. Each project has a list of a few key specific indicators that will also be captured by our
tool. For example, for the Governance Cluster project carried out by World Vision in Ireland
and Tanzania, one will be able to check how many action plans the youth in both countries
have generated. A visitor to the website will be able to see a few key points of data immediately by clicking on the map. Then the visitor can reach dedicated website pages where our CSO
partners will be able to showcase the success and impact of the youth and other beneficiaries
through images, stories, and videos.
Sounds exciting? The tool will be ready for the public in the next weeks, so stay tuned.

Follow us online and on social media!
@AUEUYOUTHHUB

www.aueuyouthhub.org

info@aueuyouthhub.org

