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The AU-EU Youth Cooperation Hub is a unique initiative enabling non-traditional partnerships, co-creation and collaboration between African and European Youth,
institutions, CSOs and the private sector. This is a quarterly newsletter showcasing the role of the Hub and its Young Experts as core drivers, through 7 innovative
projects across 17 countries on both continents.

WELCOME!
Three years ago, at the AU-EU Heads of States Abidjan
Summit, youth from Africa and Europe, including the
diaspora, presented the Abidjan Youth Declaration and
the AU-EU Youth Agenda. The declaration contained
ideas on what should be done to advance the status of
youth on both continents, how Africa and Europe should
approach common challenges, and how social
innovation should be implemented in the partnership.
Those recommendations spawned the AU-EU Youth
Hub: an unprecedented experiment with young Africans
and Europeans at its helm, coming together to refine
joint ideas into pilot projects. Today, the Hub is 50
youth experts advising the implementing partners on
ever-evolving youth priorities, and overseeing these
projects in 17 countries across Africa and Europe. Worth
about 10 million euros, the projects span 7 thematic
areas for youth, and have impacted an estimated
130,000 young people across both continents. In
addition to these, the Hub provides a space to spark and
curate African-European debates, and reflect on its key
priorities and ways of working through important
conversations.

This newsletter is timely for two reasons. First, as we have
just celebrated Africa Youth Month in November, it
showcases our delivery with youth at the core of the key
tenets of our partnership: collaboration, co-creation,
coherence to our individual priorities, and a focus on results.
Secondly, as we progress towards the next AU-EU Heads of
State Summit in 2021, it is a welcomed reminder of ongoing
work between youth from both continents, and the need to
expand upon this progress. Finally, it illustrates our
strongest and shared commitment in favour of youth in our
respective mandates.
If the world trends are showing us anything, it is that the
youth have common aspirations and are key agents of social
change. The COVID-19 pandemic unveiled how
interconnected our lives are, and we believe that putting
youth at the centre of solutions fortifies our chances to
thrive today and in the years to come.
Happy reading!

H.E Prof. Sarah Anyang Agbor
AU Commissioner for HRST

H.E Jutta Urpilainen
EU Commissioner for International
Partnership
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PILOT PROJECTS OVERSEEN
BY THE HUB: WHAT ARE THEY?

BUSINESS: Creation of project
virtual platform

BUSINESS & JOB CREATION

To fulfil the networking needs of the project, the
Business Cluster and their CSO are building a virtual
platform for founders to connect with African and
European investors and mentors, as well as to share
ideas and brainstorm with fellow founders in the same
sectors across both continents. This will also support
capacity training for these founders in agribusiness and
renewable energy. The goal is to leverage on their
existing expertise and operations, and help equip them
with tools needed to scale and create jobs.

A-GreenStart envisions to further unlock entrepreneurship in Africa by
accelerating 150 startups in renewable energy and agribusiness via eight
accelerators in Burkina Faso, Senegal, Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria.

CULTURE, ARTS & SPORTS

ArtXchange is the first Afro-European culture and art initiative dedicated
to building skills, cultural entrepreneurship, and co-creation among young
creatives in both continents, with the goal to turn their skills into
sustainable businesses. Implemented in Kenya, Somalia, Sweden and Italy.

EDUCATION & SKILLS
Through an online platform and real-life exchanges between schools in
Spain and Mali, PROEDIC aims to promote 21st century learning and skills
and create an innovative approach to education.

PEACE & SECURITY: Feedback
for the first surveys

ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE

The Peace and Security Cluster provided feedback for
surveys to be carried out by Plan International Germany to
curate data for the mapping. The survey includes, for
instance, questions on local education and health facilities.
Earlier in November, the cluster also met with the
consultant who will develop this map and agreed on the
categorisation of the items to appear on it. By the beginning
of December, youth mappers in the Lake Chad Basin
countries will receive training, and by January, they will
carry out the first surveys. Read more about the project
from this blog post: https://www.plan.ie/engaging-youthin-the-lake-chad-basin/

JESAC is a contribution to the great green wall initiative through digital
mapping, communication campaign, and mobile payment to encourage
tree planting by young farmers. This agroforestry project will regenerate
farmlands in Burkina Faso and Niger.

GOVERNANCE & POLITICAL INCLUSION

SAUTI-Youth is a youth-led monitoring of local government commitments
on climate action, linking two cities in Ireland and Tanzania.

PEACE & SECURITY
In the Lake Chad Basin, youth mapping and monitoring of stabilisation
vectors such as basic services, via a user-friendly map-based platform.
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GOVERNANCE: SAUTI-Youth
coordination meeting
A member of the Governance Cluster recently participated
in the Programme Coordination Committee meeting
alongside World Vision Ireland and World Vision Tanzania.
At the quarterly meeting, the team discussed project
branding and communication strategy, as well as the
procurement process for a developer to take forward the
SAUTI-Youth app development. More info available
@sautiyouthproject on Instagram and Facebook.

EDUCATION: Agenda 2063
Academy training
As part of the African Union's Agenda 2063 Initiative, the
Young Experts from the Education Cluster recently shared
their vision and expertise in the Agenda 2063 Academy by
teaching an online workshop on "Managing Successful
Initiatives in the post-COVID Context." The training was
attended by 131 young people from across Africa.
The PROEDIC project is to be launched mid-December
2020, with the project manager already selected and
cluster members working on a set of suggested inputs.

THROWBACK: Africa-Europe
Youth Meet-Up!
In anticipation of the Summit of African and European
Heads of States and Government, now postponed to 2021,
the Hub decided to engage youth from both continents on
important conversations and identify messages to be
passed to our joint political leadership. >>

>> From 23rd to 30th June, a SpeakUp! campaign was
organised in partnership with UNICEF's U-Report tool,
inviting youth from Africa and Europe to respond to
questions on the above seven thematic areas. Then, from
8th to 10th July, the Meet-Up! event was held, consisting of
seven online Afro-European panels on responses from the
SpeakUp!, including speakers such as Dr. Jane Goodall,
Youssou N’Dour, Bobi Wine, Enrico Letta, Miguel Ángel
Moratinos, and others.
Throughout the three days, Afro-European culture was
featured through online performances. To wrap up, the
Young Experts presented the conclusions to EU and AU
leadership during Listen Up!.
This unprecedented event, crafted by Youth from both
continents and with support from the EU and AU, gathered
110K+ views during the online sessions, representing a
significant successful public diplomacy effort.
Watch the panels on our Facebook @AUEUYouthHub.

